There is an increase in number of accidents, injuries and deaths due to a rise in motor vehicle population. India is a signatory of the Brasilia Declaration with an agenda to reduce the number of accidents by 50% by the year 2020, yet it can be observed that the incidents of accidents have not decreased. There were 285 million visually impaired people in the world, of which 246 million had low vision and 39 million were blind as per the World Health Organization report (2012). It is alarming to note that around 90% of the blind live in the developing world. They are constantly dealing with challenges in their day to day life. Commuting by roads is all the more unsafe for these visually challenged pedestrians. This unique study has conducted an in depth interview to understand the needs and problems faced by the visually challenged pedestrians, followed by a primary survey on World White Cane Day to judge the extent of awareness of the correct technique. The appropriate techniques were then demonstrated to the general public, thus creating awareness and the behavioral changes needed in this endeavor. The paper has used a theoretical concept and practically suggests policy implication for empowering the disabled through awareness drives and collaborating with various government agencies.
Introduction
In metropolitan city like Mumbai, having population over 10,000,000, ranked 5th city globally accounting for maximum number of road crashes, common man finds it difficult to commute on busy roads. It is easily comprehendible how hard it must be for the visually impaired to commute.
With every road accident, life comes to halt not only for the victim, but also for the family. India is signatory of Brasilia Declaration which abides India to reduce road traffic rates by half by year 2020. In spite of this there is not much of difference in the given scenario, rate of road traffic deaths has been on the rise year on year.
Increasing road safety for visually impaired is an extremely important action called for, because unsafe roads hinder their growth and empowerment. If roads would be safer, they will be able to commute easily and lead a hassle free life.
To combat this issue a three phased research was conducted on World White Cane Day, celebrated on October 15 every year since 1964 to promote equal opportunities for visually impaired and World Day of Remembrance marked on 3rd Sunday of November every year in memory of millions who were killed and injured in road accidents and. These days were selected for the simple reason that they would create a greater impact among general public.
Another integral part of this research was creating awareness among people to come up and help the victim of road accident. Mostly people are hesitant to do so because of legal complexities that may arise in future. The Good Samaritan Law, which offers legal protection to people who assist someone injured or ill, was recently launched in India. People were informed about the recent development and the legal aid they receive on volunteering to help the victim.
Literature Review and Theory Building
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The Infrastructural changes such as a different texture of the road at the zebra crossing can be used so as to clearly demarcate the area. Tactile tiles structure should be included (Schmanski, 1987) .
For the partially sighted persons, broader strips at zebra crossings, color contrasts can be incorporated. Awareness can be created through social media platforms and also by collaborating with other government agencies and through public private partnerships. Thus the study will be useful for better governance.
